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Amateur Performances, 


—_——_>——————- 


LapBroke THeatre.--If the merits of actors 
are to be gauged by the amount of pleasure they 
afford their auditors, then the Ladbroke company 
must lay claim to more than average distinction, 
But the test is not always to be relied on. The 
incidents of an interesting play must not be over- 


looked in the measure of amusement ; still, our 
work as critics would be thrown away if amongst 
the mass of amateur incompetence and feeble 
common-place we did not find here and there a 
few conscientious labourers in the good cause. 
We are not about to sing pans in praise of the 
dramatis persone who appeared on the 19th in 
Speed the Plough, although their combined efforts 
were very satisfactory. Indeed we may instance 
some impersonations where actual excellence bas 
been attained. Unless we turnto Mr Emery, we 
know not where to look for a better represcntative 
of rustic characters than Mr Danbridge. There 
is the true bucolic ring in his Farmer Asbfield, 
and Miss Stirling’s Dame tends to subvert the 
well-known adage—* You can’t put an old head 
upon young shoulders.” The pretty Susan, made 
interesting by Miss Wilkinson (although inappro- 
tiately dressed), completes the family picture. 
hen we have Sir Philip Blandford (Mr Gaston), 
the conscience-stricken nobleman, a careful and 
well-digested impersonation. And his elegant 
danghter Emma (Miss Lilley), whose lithe and 
lissom figure and correct reading happily com- 
bined to render the character pleasing. The 
Handy family next claim our notice. A genial 
and thoroughly good-humored: gentleman is Sir 
Abel, as delineated by Mr Nicholls, and the can- 
tankerous, domineering spirit of his low-born 
spouse was no less successfully exbibited by Mrs 
Chaplin; his son, the vivacious Bob, was spiritedly 
enacted by Mr Lestocq, whose pathetic interview 
with Susan (not in the acting edition) was, in our 
Opinion, his least successful scene. Had Mr 
Woollams known the part of Henry better, his 
presentment of the successful competitor in the 
ploughing match would have been commendable. 
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Morrington was a heavy villain devoid of weight. 
Gerald suffered from that distressing malady 
known as stage-fright, which temporarily para- 
lyzed his organs of speech; and Evergreen was 
badly made up. The ploughman’s song, and 
Sir Roger de Coverley (by eight couples) were 
rapturously encored. : 


Mypperron Hat.—On Friday last the mem- 
bers of the Barasbury. Dramatic Club gave an 
entertainment here, not only to their friends, but 
to the million, for the hall was most inconveniently 
crammed, not a seat nor an inch of standing-room 
being vacant.—The programme consisted of 
Byron’s comedy, War to the Knife, and Whitebait 


at Greenwich.—After waiting near an hour, the © 


curtain was drawn up, much to the gratification 
of the assembled multitude. The pieces were 
very efficiently cast, and well acted, particularly 
by the female gender, who are worthy of our un- 
qualified praise; Miss A. Brown, in the part of 
Mrs Delacour, was very painstaking, and acted 
with great care and discretion, and ungerstood 
the author’s meaning, which she carried out with 
artistic skill. She looked rather too young for 
the knowing aud experienced Widow, but her 
acting was all that could be desired. Mre 
Douglas was also very good as Mrs Harcourt, 
and acted up to her with great care, and was well 
up in the text. A great treat to see two priucipal 
parts played so well. Nor must we omit both 
Miss Worrell and Miss Gedolphin, the serving 
maids, whose dress and acting were both appro» 
priate and clever. Mr 1. Walker, inthe part of 
Harcourt, was sufficiently humiliating for the 
character, and did all that the part would admit 
of. Mr W. Ellis, as John Blunt, was easy, blunt, 
and bumorous; and Mr F. Vermore, in the char- 
acter of Nubbly, made a great hit. He was 
easy, playful, humorous, and witty, and gained 
universal applause. Mr A. F. Read as Captain 
Thistleton, and Mr Hall assumed the minor parts 
with ability. ‘The comedy was enthusiastically 
applauded at the conclusion.—The lateness of 
the hour prevented us seeing the afterpiece, 
which we hear went off with eclat.—Mr Harrison, 
of Bow-street, was the costumier, and Mr Wickens 
the peruquier. 
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FROM A CORRESPONDENT. 


Myppieron HALtL.—BarnssurRy Crus.—Byron 
the little’s War to the Knife was played here on 
the 23rd. The acting of Miss Alice Brown, of 
whose charming and earnest style we have ona 
former occasion expressed our warm approval, 
was seen to great advantage in the part of Mrs 
Delacour. Mrs Harcourt was also ably sustained 
by Mrs Douglas ; and Miss Sophie Worrell was 
successful as Mrs Penson. The important part 
of Blunt was tolerably managed by Mr Ellis ; Mr 
Read as the Captain; and Mr Vermore as Nubbly 
were fairish.— Whitebait at Greenwich included 
Messrs Bertie as Buzzard, Hall (Glimmer), and 
Matthews, a very amusing John Small; with Mrs 
Douglass as Lucretia, and Miss Worrell as the 
servant-maid.—The hall was well filled.~ If the 
performance was raised a little above mediocrity, 
that desideratum was due in great measure to the 
assistance rendered by the fair sex. 


The Theatres, &e. 


Drury Lane.—The great performance for the 
benefit of the funds of the Royal Dramatic College 
passed off on Saturday witb a gratifying degree of 
success. Drury-lane theatre was not crowded, 
though the attendance was very numerous. The 
immensely various programme was gone through 
with a fidelity which must be considered surpri- 
sing, the only changes being the absence of the 
Olympic Company, by whom a portion of Mr 
Byron’s drama of Daisy Farm was to have been 
given, and the substitution by Mr Sothern of 
one scene from An English Gentleman for the 
new farce Not if J Know tt. The great feature in 
the performances was that of Miss Amy Sedg- 
wick’s Sergeant Buzfuz’ address to the Jury, 
from Dickens’ work. This actress’s versatile 
talent was appreciated by most enthusiastic ap- 
plause, and a shower of bouquets was the result. 
The performances, both musical or dramatic, 
were in all respects creditable, and we trust the 
financial results will be of a kind to encourage 
and satisfy those who, at an enormous outlay of 
trouble, got up the entertainment. 


SranDArv.—This theatre was honoured on 
Saturday evening with a visit by the following 
illustrious personages :—His Imperial Highness 
the Grand Duke Vladimir of Prussia, his Royal 
Highness Prince Arthur, bis Royal Highness 
Prince John of Glucksburg, and their respective 
suites, the Duke of Sutherland, K.G., &c. The 
party were received by Mr John Douglass, and 
expressed themselves highly pleased with the per- 
formance. They were then conducted by Mr 
Davenport over the stage, and minutely inspected 
the novel and stupendous machinery belonging 
to the theatre. After visiting the modelling and 
property rooms, the armoury, &c., they left, ex- 
pressing to Mr Davenport their appreciation of 
the courtesy they had received, and expressing 
their intention of again visiting the theatre, 

—_———_—_a—__-— 

On the 22nd inst., a fashionable audience 

attended at the Castle Hotel, at a concert given 


in aid of the Richmond Infirmary, by the Wan- 
dering Minstrels. 











MISS HODSON AT THE ALFRED. 

In the drama called Behind a Mask this 
charming young lady plays the part of a prima 
donna running away from her parent, a country 
manager, whom she dotes on, to marry a young 
man of fashion, in whose circle she finds a bitter 
enemy of the female gender who is ingenious 
enough to falsify the contents of a note left by 
her busband (suddenly called away to the bedside 
of his dying father), which epistle, announcing 
that he’has left her for ever, deprives ber of reason, 
the poor injured wife eventually coming to her 
senses through the medium of a atage-dress 
assumed for an amateur performance, in which 
costume she recognises her affectionate husband. 
This is all improbable enough, but at least it 
offers scope for Miss Hodson’s great abilities. 
But what shall we say to this delicate, refined 
girl in burlesque? is it not a degradation that this 
gentle creature should be mastering theintricacies 
of the hideous hornpipe and the beastly break- 
down? Why she is one of our very beat 
actresses ; she is Mrs Vezinetherealized. Where 
in England could anyone be found to look, sing, 
apd act Ophelia like Henrietta Hodson? why is 
this subtle, dainty actress so completely out of 
her sphere? What should we think if Mrs 
Vezin, Mrs Rousby, and Miss Neilson were to don 
the mazlot of extravaganza and join in the vortical 
monstrosities of its dance ? that their husbands 
ought to be ashamed of themselves to allow such 
derogation. Yet I could help noticing that Dick 
Whittington looked above his work. There was 
a merked contrast between him and the rest of 
the burlesquers. A timidity, almost fawnlike, 
Opposed to the coarse deportment of the majority 
of his associates. Gamma. 








LE BARBIER DE SEVILLE. > 


Ayxtous to witness another of the excellent 
performances given by the Comédie Francaise, I 
assisted at one cf their matinées classiques last 
Saturday. Beaumarchais’ witty and _ original 
Barbier was a genuine treat. Mr Talbot never 
played better than in the long and arduous part 
of Dr. Bartolo, who is almost continually on the 
stage during four acts. Coauelin’s Figaro is one 
of those clever bits of character acting peculiar 
to the French school, and highly humouroue, 
The Almaviva of M. Bressant was, next to 
Mario’s, the best I have seen. A genuine speci- 
men of a young noblemen of the vieille cour. 
M. Barré as Basile was unctuous, and the minor 
parts were done by the next best actors of the 
company. Madlle. ‘Emilie Dubois was a very 
engaging Rosine, and for freshness most charm- 
ing—not so full of méinauderies as Patti. 
But Rossini’s opera and Beaumarchais’ comedy 
are distinct works of art, and must be judged on 
their separate merits. ‘The first is a lyric treat, 
the other a dramatic. Both leave behind them a 
delightful impression. The attendance was very, 
very poor. GaMMa. 





Promenade concerts will be given in August at 
Covent Garden Theatre. Mr Gye has been for- 
tunate in securing for bis conductor M. Riviere, 
of the Alhambra Theatre. 
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POPULAR ACTORS—XLIY. 


CHARLES KEMBLE. 


We now add to B.’s remarks concerning this 
celebrated actor a supplementary sketch of his 
career. Brevity is the soul of wit; a short 
preface and a quick introduction, therefore, is 
our motto. 

He was bornin Nov. 1775, at Brecknock, the 
birthplace of Mrs Siddons, Ata very early age 
he was sent by his brother John to the College 
of Douai, where he continued five years, and 
returned full of acquirements. For a year he 
was engaged in the Post-office. This not being 
to his taste he turned his attention to the atege. 
With little previous traiuing, be debuted at Shef- 
field at the age of seventeen as Orlando, very 
creditably, and then perforwad at Newcastle and 
Edinboro’ with sucsess. In 1794 he appeared 
at D. L. as Malcolm, and parta of that calibre 
During his brother’s ilivess, he took his part of 
Mahomon4, in the opera of that name, and gave 
much satisfaction, As George Barnwell, and 
Alonzo (Pzarro) be achieved great success, He 
now became dramatic author and adapter. lie 
which was 
played at the Haymarket. Here he played a 
variety of characters and was one of Colman’s 
beat actors. He produced his own pieces /’o¢ 
and Counterplot, the Child of Chance, and at C. G. 
the Brazen Bust (for his benefii), His best- 
known dramatic work is the Day after the 
Wedding, which keeps its place ou the boards. 
His first visit to the continent was to Germany 
where he collected a number of the most 
favourite plays of that country, and adapted 
some of them to the English stage. His noxt 
journey was to St. Petersburgh where he con- 
tinued several months. He joined his brother 
John at C. G. in 1803, but in 1813 quitted that 
theatre for provincia! excursions. ' 

We will leap over the early portion of his the- 
atrical career, and come to the year 1822, when 
he succeeded to the management of C.G., on the 
retirement of Mr Harris. He resided with his wife 
in Soho-square, where the lLospital forWomen ovw 
stands. Young had migrated from D.L. to C.G., 
and the play of King John was revived, and that 
was Mr Pianché’s oppoitunity for introducing a 
correctness in costume and armour hitherto 
unheard of. Mr C. Kemble fell into Planché’s 
views, and gave him carte b/anche for the necessary 
dresses and appropriate mounting of the Bard’s 
first ‘ History.’ Iustead of jeéring at the appear- 
ance of King John dressed as his effigy appears 
in Worcester Cathedral, surrounded by his barons 
sheathed in mail with cylindrical helmets and 
correct armorial shields, and his courtiers in the 
long tunics and mantles of the 13th century, as 
was anticipated by the performers, there was a 
roar of approbation, accompanied by four distinct 
rounds of applause. Receipts of from £400 to 
£600 nightly re-imbursed the management for 
theirexpense, We allude to thie as it has been 
erroneously supposed that Mr Macready initiated 
the system of antiquarian accuracy. 

In August, 1824, Mr Kemble was tn Paris with 
Young, Plauché, and others. He brought back 
his daughter Fanny, whom he had placed at school 
there, and eventually brought her out at C. G. 

(To be continued.) 





CRYSTAL PALACE, 

Tue rose-show, numbering 5,000 specimens or 
more, was an excellent display, considering the 
season. It being now the depth of Midsummer 
—Saturday was, we need bardly remind the 
British householder, the 24th of June. The 
roses shown by Mr Keynes, of Salisbury ; 
Messrs Paul and Son, of Cheshunt; Messrs 
Walker, of Thame ; and, in the amateur ciasses, 
Mr R. N.G. Baker, Mr J. E. Cavell, Mr Ingle, 
Mr Chard, Mr Gravely, Mr Davis, and Mr 
Exell, well merited the distinctions conferred on 
them. Other prizes were given, for table deco- 
ration, for banging baskets, standing vases, and 
other objects suitable for conservatories. The 
first prize fern case was exhibited by Messrs 
Carter, Dunnett, and Beale, of the Crystal 
Palace Nurseries, who aleo took an extra prize 
for their collection ‘of plants; and Mr Charles 
Turner, of Slough, was distinguished by his 
successful show of ‘pinks, cut roses, and 
verbenas, in the miscellaneous class. 

After the performance of Acis and Galatea 
on the stage north of the transept, the chief sing- 
ers being Mr Vernon Rigby, Miss Blanche Cole, 
Mr Aynsley Cook, and Monteus Smith, the annual 
display of trained strength and skill by the Ger- 
man Gymnastic Society was given in the centre of 
the building, in front of the Handel Orchestra, 
which was filled by admiring spectators. During 
the sports, which were carried on by about 150 
selected members of the society, under the direc- 
tion of Mr Schweizer, and in the presence of Mr 
Revenstein, the President, Mr Fred Godfrey’s 
band of the Coldstream Guards played a selection 
of popular music. ‘The long day’s varied diver- 
sions were brought to an end soon after seven 
o’clock. 

—_—___.>---_——_ 


ON THE RETURN OF THE MARQUIS AND 
PRINCESS FROM THE CONTINENT. 


My highland howe where the tempest blows, 
And cold thy wintry looks, 

Thy mountains erowned with driven snow, 
And icebound are thy brooks. 

But colder far tke Briton’s heart, 
However far he roa:na, ’ 

To whom these words no joys impart, 
My native highland home. 

Then gang with me to Scotland, dear, 
We ne’er again will roam, 

And with thy smiles so bonny, cheer 
My native highland home. 


When summer comes, the heather bell 
Shall tempt thy feet to roam ; 

The cushat dove within the dell 
Invites to peace and love. 

For lithesome is the breath of May, 
And sweet the bonny broom, 

And pure the little rills that play 
Around my highland bome. 

Then gang with me to Scotland, dear, 
We ne’er again will roam, 

And-with thy smiles so bonny, cheer? 
My native highlaud home. W.B. 





Rosext Houpty, the conjuror, died at Blois a 
few days ago, aged 66. 








—_— 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J. li11,-—Is Miss Rainsforth living? We do not know. 

Enaurren.—We find the Princess’s Lessee was bern in the 
year 

J. R. 8.—Did C. Incledon, the celebrated singer, ever play 
the character of Steady in the farce uf the Quaker? Yes. 
We have seen him in it frequently. 

A. James—Will see we have complied with his request. 

M. Wituis.—We will, at your request, look over the MS. at 
our earliest convenicnce. 

A New Ruaver.— Please to order the Journnat of your news- 
man, We do not know who takes it at Greenwich 

Promprer.—It wll be 6d. in future. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(whieh must nergy 


Six Lines le. @d, 


Eight - - - - - - - ls. 6d. 
Twelve - 7 - - - . - Re. Od. 
Twenty 7 - - - - 7 - 2s. Gd. 
Across the baek - 7 ~ - - Is, extra, 
It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 


afternoon, prepaid, to top floor 535a, Strand. 
All business communications to be sent to the Printers’, 335a 
Strard, opposite Somerset House. - 
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~ SHAKSPER LS HE RUINES. 


THE PURE | MIRANDA, 


Ix would seam impossible to go beyond 
Viola, Perdita, and Ophelia (to say nuthing of 
Isabella, Cordelia, Imogen, Helena, or Julia), 
as pictures of feminine beauty, to exceed Viola 
in tender delicacy, Perdita in ideal grace, and 
Ophelia in simplicity—if Shakspere had not 
done this; and he alone could have done it. 
Had he never created a Miranda, we shouid 
never have known how the purely natural and 
the ideal can blend into each other. . Miranda is 
beautiful, modest, and tender. She is so per- 
fectly unsophisticated, so delicately refined, 
that she is wll but ethereal. Let us imagine 
any other woman placed beside Miranda—even 
one of the poet’s sweetest creations—there is 
not one who could sustsin the comparison for a 





moment, not one that would not appear almost 
coarse-and artificial when brought into con- 
tact with this pure child of Nature. Shakspere 
has removed her far from all comparison with 
her own sex ; he has placed her between the 
demi-brute and the spirits of air. By the side 
of the delicate Aricl, Miranda is a palpable 
reality, a woman with a heart as susceptible to 
tender emotions as ever fluttered in a female 
bosom. Our impression of her nymph-like 
beauty, her peerless grace, and purity of soul, 
has a distinctive character. She has never 
beheld any one of her own sex; she has 
never caught from society an artificial grace ; 
the impulses which have come to her in her 
enchanted solitude are natural, not of the world 
end its vanities. ‘Lhe very air, made vocal by 
her father’s too potent art, floated in music 
around her. She retains a woman’s heart, but 
her language, her thoughts, assume a tinge of 
the ideal. Contrasted with the impression of 
her refined and dignified beanty, and its effect 
ou all beholders, more especially on Ferdinand, 
is her simplicity, ber ignorance of the forms 
and language of society. Her first tears 
spring from compassion at the wreck of so 
many goodly creatures, her first sigh is offered 
to a love fearless and submissive. She has no 
suruples of honour like Juliet, no ‘ conceal- 
ment like a worm i’ the bud,” as Viola has, 
Her bashfulness is instinciive, 
Ferdinand is 
“The third man that e’er I saw ; the first 
That e’er I sighed for.” 
“T have no ambition 
To see a goodlier man.” 

Her scene with Ferdinand has no parallel in 
poetry. The latter does homage to the being 
of whose destiny he disposes, and disguises 
his real superiority, whilst Miranda, the mere 
child of Nature, is struck with wonder at her 
new emotions; she is ready at once, and 
without mental reservation, to give him 
her life, her love, and her service. Miranda 
is so refined, so elevated above all stain of 
earth, that we can only acknowledge her in 


connexion with it through the emotions of 
| Sympathy she feels and inspires. 


Being what 
she is she could only have had a Ferdinand for 
a lover,an Ariel for an invisible attendant, a 
Caliban (as a cortrast to her noble father) fora 
drudge, and the magic being Prospero, who 
controls the invisible world, and works through 
the agency of spirits, for a parent. 

Franz Horn, in his ‘ Shakspere’s Schaus- 
picle erlautert,”’ an ingenious criticism, speak- 
ing of the young lovers, says: ‘* Ferdinand 
and Miranda are without any enchanted wand, 
or any prolix instruction, completely superior 
to the wonders of Nature, and they allow them 
to pass around them merely as a delightful 
drama ; for the bighest wonder is in their own 
breaete, love, the pure bumar., and everron that 
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account, holy love......The pure poetry of 
nature and genius inspires us; and when we 
hear Prospero recite his far too modest epilogue 
after laying down his enchanted wand— 
‘ But this rough magic 
I here abjure—— 
— I'll break my staff, 
Bury it certain fathoms in the earth, 
And, deeper than did ever plummet sound, 
I'll drown my book,’ 


we have no wish to turn our minds to any 
frivolous thoughts, for the magic we have ex- 
perienced was too charming, and too mighty 
not to be enduring.” 

We cannot refrain, in conclusion, from quo- 
ting two or three of Miranda’s delicious 
speeches to her lover :-— 


 Mira.— I do not know 
One of sex ; no woman’s face remember, 
Save, from my glass, mine own; nor have I seen 
More that T may call men, than you, good friend, 
And my dear father; how features are abroad, 
I am skill-less of ; but, by my modesty, 
(The jewel in my dower) I would not wish 
Any companion in the world but you; 
Nor can imagination form a shape 
Beside yourself, to like of.’’.... 
“—— Hence, bashful cunning! 
And prompt and plain, and holy innocence ! 
I am your wife, if you will marry me ; 
If not I'll die your maid ; to be your fellow 
You may deny me; but I'll be your servant, 
Whether you will or no. 
Fer.— My mistress, dearest, 
And I thus humble ever. 
Mira.— My husband, then ? 
Fer.—Ay, and with a heart as willing 
As bondage e’er of freedom; here’s my hand. 
Mira.—And mine, with my heart in’t: And now 


farewell, 
Till half an hour hence. 
Fer. A thousand! thousand !”’ 


[Exeunt. 


What charm, what eloquent grace we beheld 
in Helen Faucit’s exquisite rendering of 
Shakspere’s lovely creation, when in the pride 
of youth and beauty, that poetic actrese, in 
Macready’s revival of the Tempest, ewbodied 
Miranda! Miss Vandeubcff was aleo very 
lovely and interesting in the character. Why 
are we debarred from looking on this maid now ? 
Alas! what crime have we committed to be 
thus shut out from purity and its holy in- 
fluences ? 


_ 


SPEED THE PLOUGH. 

CONSIDERABLE interest having been felt at the 
revival of this old comedy of Morton’s at the 
little theatre in Notting Hill, the reader may not 
be disinclined to have an outline of the plot laid 
before him. It may be thought presumptuous 
in us to assume that the amateur of the day is 
unacquainted with this once so universally ad- 
mired and popular play, but we may be pardoned 
in coming to such @ conclusion when we state 
that, from long experience with modern dramatic 
Clubs, we find amongst them, a lamentably and 
still increasing iguorance of even the most cele- 


brated works of past dramatists, with the trifling 
exception of these plays, very limited in number, 
that are from time to time revived in some of 
the Metropolitan houses. And yet in his own 
estimation, the young tyro thinks himself an au- 
thority in matters theatric, believes in Gilbert, 
Byron, e¢ hoc genus omne, in his eyes wits of un- 
surpassed brilliancy, aud will affect—too fre- 
quently—to pooh-pooh the pieces his father and 
mother probably delighted in. But we have 
faith that all these things will find their level. 
This sublime indifference cannot last, 

But to onr little plot. In this comedy are 
combined, nature, pathos, romance, real humor, 
rustic life, and a dash of the mysterious. Sir 
Philip Blandford, on the eve of marriage, flods 
his mistress clasped in the arms of his own 
brother. He stabs bim upon thespot, The in- 
tended bride subsequently bears a son, the fruit 
of that disastrous connexion, By a more pro- 
pitious union, Sir Philip has a daughter (the 
lovely, guileless Emma) whom accident—the 
ploughing-match—leads into an attachment to 
her unksown cousin. The brother, recovered 
from the cffect of bis wound, eecretly watches 
over the excesses of Sir Philip; at length dis- 
closes himself to that victim of remorse, and 
their children (after Henry bas snatched Emma 
from the burning ruins of the castle) are permit- 
ted to unite their hands. It is known that 
Morton had a taste for ingemous machinery, 
The abuse of such pursuits suggested to him the 
Handy family—pére et fils—a good-tempered, 
amusing couple, who become in his hands a 
source of five comic satire. His love of the 
country brought him acquainted with Farmer 
Ashfield and Ais family, in whose service once 
lived the vixenish Lady Handy—a terrible thorn 
in poor Sir Abel’s side, until he discovers that 
she bas been married before, and that her hus- 
band Gerald who is “ not used to trifle,” for a 
consideration rids him of his bad bargain. Bob 
Handy, at his dad’s desire, is afiunced to Emma 
Blandford but prefers Susan Ashfield. What's 
to be done? ‘Fashion says—take both,” but 
Bob's better Nature prompts him to give up 
Emma and marry bis pretty Susan. Of these 
materials Morton composed a comedy of which 
the town and country were at one time extreme- 
ly fond, and which was then admirably acted in 
all its parts; and so powerful as to support every 
company of comedians who have performed it, 
Our last recollection of it wasatthe Haymarket 
some twenty years ago, when Compton played 
Ashfield, and George Vandenhoff Bob. The firat 
right of Speed the Plough was Feb. 8, 1800. Why 
does not Mr Buckstone revive it? A guinea to 


a shilling it would draw. GAMMA. 
POPULAR ACTRESSES.—LXXI. 
MRS HUNN. 


Tuer ‘‘old women” who graced the stage 
in the palmy days were, on the whole, more 
arti-tic than the generality of the ladies who 
undertake that line of business. We have al- 
ready given a eketch of some of the best 





known in the metropolis. We now introduce 
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a provincial actress of the close of last century, 
who led the tragic business at Plymouth, and 
whose second husband was Mr Canning, the 
tragedian of D.L. Mr Hunn was her third 
husband ; a Plymouth merchant. Nature had 
gifted her in several respects to sustaia the 
matrons. But it was in her domestic, rather 
than in her public character that she secured 
the public admiration, and met with patronage. 
She had great affection for her children, the 
two Misses Hunn, and George Canning, of 
Lincoln’s Inn, a barrister. On the latter 
she rested all her hopes. She was dis- 
tinguished also for moral courage and self- 
possession, of which we will give the reader a 
proof. 

She had procured lodgings at the house of 
the stage carpenter at Plymouth, being econo- 
mical in her habits. It was reported to be 
haunted, so she obtained them at a nominal 
rent, on condition that she would silence this 
unfounded rumour. She took them, smilingly 
remarking that it was not the first time she 
had been coucerned in the Haunted House 
(Addison’s). Well, the first night, after put- 
ting her little girls to bed, she resolved to sit 
up and ascertain if any noises were to be 
heard. The carpenter’s shop (on the ground 
floor) was bolted, but a door communicating 
into a passage near Mrs Hunn’s rooms was left 
on the latch. Between 11 and 12 she heard a 
noise as if some one had taken up a huge plane 
and chipped off the whole side of the bench,— 
presently all the tools in the shop were vigor- 
ously going,—savw, file, axe, and hammer,—as 
though all to defunct carpenters in the town 
were at work for his infernal Majesty. Few of 
her sex (curious as they are) would have had 
the courage to investigate this matter at this 
witching hour of night. Taking off her shoes 
she descended, candle in hand, and cautiously 
placed her hand on the latch of the shop-door. 
She felt convinced the sounds were produced 
by human agency. Ina second the door was 
thtust open, and lo! all was still! not a tool 
out of place, not a ghost of a carpenter visible ! 
She examined the workshop; all the fasterings 
were untouched. She returned to her room; 
the sounds recommenced and continued for 
half an hour; she then retired to rest. She 
resolved to say nothing, but to wait for the fol- 
lowing evening, when the sam~ ~»'-.s and the 
same experiments occuricd. Mrs Hunn then 
told Bernard the actor, and the landlord of the 
circumstance ; the carpenter was eceptical and 
resolved to sit up, and descend the stairs with 
ber, but when be heard the noise, he was so 
frightened that he ran out of the front door. 
Mrs H. now had her apartments rent-free for 
the summer ; every night the phantom carpen- 
were at work for half an hour, till the noises 
grew so familiar, that she remarked that habit 
was second nature; if she did not hear the 





men at work every night she should begin to 
fear they were coming upstairs. These: facts 
were made known to above 100 persons and 
are a fit pendant to the ridiculous stories of 
the epirit-rappers or the Cock-lane ghost. It 
must be admitted, nevertheless, that Mrs Hunn 
was a courageous woman. 


> -—- 


THE DISAPPOINTED. 
A POEM. 
Contributed expressly for the “ Theatrical Journal,” 
BY JOHN FREDERICK ROWS. 


Hz had tried the world and found it 
To be hollow, false, and vain, 
With a web of treach’ry round it, 
That bad chilled bis heart and brain, 
The sky was bright above him, 
Mapy fiatter’d him in tone; 
But be found not one to love him, 
For his own dear sake alone. 


His moon of life shone brightly, 
Pleasure tempted with its wiles ; 

On its stream he floated lightly— 
Beauty lured him with its smiles, 
Frieudship’s sky was bright above him, 
Many tried to catch his tone ; 
But be found not one to love him 
For his own dear sake alone. 


He had wealth—but wealth most fleeting 
Is of all earth’s transient thiogs, 
Awhile the foud heart cheating, 
Till it takes to itself wings. 
So no longer bright above him 
Smiled the sky when wealth was gone, 
Then he found not ove to love him 
For himself, aud that alone, 


He had kindred, but they spurned him, 
Who had feasted at Lis board ; 

They who'd called him lord now scorned him, 
So he cursed the treacherous horde, 

And vowed by ail above biin, 
That revenge should be his own, 

Since there was not one to love him, 
For himself, and that alove. 


Even she in power bad parted 
From his love so deep and strong ; 
Now forsook him the false-hearted, 
And joined the giddy throng. 
Then be vowed by all above him, 
That revenge should be bis own, 
Since there was not one to love him, 
For his own dear self alone. 


Once more upon life’s ocean, 
Without parent, friend, or guide, 
He put his barque in motion, 
O’er its troubled waves to glide. 
And he suffered nought to move him, 
Neither sigh, nor tear, nor groan, 
For be knew that none would love him 
For his own dear self alone. 


a eR ee 
The Prince and Princess of Wales, the Princess 
Louise aud the Marquis of Lorne, and the Duke 
of Edinburgh visited Covent Garden on Thursday 
last, when Le Nose di Figaro was performed. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 


ALLIANCE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Manager, Mr A, 
Westbrook ; Secretary, Mr R. Balley, No. 10, Serle- 
street, Lincolns Inn; to whom all communications 
should be addressed. : 


BEAUFORT DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Mon- 
day evening at 8.30, at the ‘City of Lichfield,” 
corner of E]m-street, Gray’s Inn-road (facing Mount 
Pleasant). Mr Roe, manager. 


BELGRAVE DRAMATIC CLUB, Established 
1870.—Club room ‘‘ Queen Arms,’’ Warwick-street, 
Pimlico, S.W., Acting-Manager, Mr C. Pollett; 
Stage-Manager, Mr E. Christie; Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer, Mr W. Miller. For particulars as to ad- 
mission, &c., in this select club, apply by letter to the 
Sec. as above. 


CITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 
This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 o’clock in Albion Hall, London 
Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec. for 
Dramatic Class, Mr A. Tracey Middleton; hen. secs, 
fer the Seciety, Mr J. H. Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne, 


COMEDIANS.—Meet every Monday evening at 8 
o’clock, at 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-square, W. All 
applications for admission of new members to be made 
to the secretary at the above address. President and 
secretary, Mr G. Wood. Managers, Messrs Walter 
Franklen and George Pauncefort. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—This first-class West- 
End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 
at 45, Chancery-lane, we. For particulars as to ad- 
mission for members or for performances, apply by 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club-room. J. 
. Buckstone, Esq., T. R. Haymarket, Hon. Presi- 

ent. 


ECLECTIC.—Meet every Tuesday and Friday at the 
Hall, 18, Denmark-street, Soho, MrJas. GARDNER, 
Secretary. . 

KEMBLE COMPANY AND DRAMATIC COL- 
LEGE, 8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 
Manager and instructor, Mr Wm. A. STANLEY. 
Rehearsals on Wednesdays at 8, Annett’s Crescent, 


MUTUAL DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Thurs- 
day evening at 8.30 at the PLoucu Tavern, Museum- 
street, Oxford-strect. Manager, Mr B. Corte; 
secretary, Mr ALFD. James. Rules may be had en 
application. 


SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every 
Thursday evening at 8.30, at the “Plough” Tavern, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr H. 
Williams ; acting-manager, Mr B. Corte; stage-mana- 
ger, Mr A. James; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas. 

THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB.—Established 1868.— 
Meetings twice a week. Performances given ia aid of 
Charitable Institutions. For particulars, as to perfor- 
mances or admission into this select club, apply to the 
Manager, R. Horsley Woods, Esq., 37, yx Ato 
square, Chelsea, S.W. 








Applications to be addressed as above. 





—__—.. 


On Friday, Madame Lind-Goldschmidt is 
announced to sing at the St. James’s Hall, in aid 
of the Funds of the Society of the Friends of 
Foreigners in Distress, when will be given M. Otto 
Goldecbmidt’s sacred pastoral, Ruth. 

Mr and Mre Barney Williams will soon be at 
home at the Adelphi Theatre. 

Mr Watts Phillips has a piece—historical—in 
preparation at the Queen’s Theatre. 

Miss Augusta Thompson, Miss Soldene, Miss 
Emily Pitt, Mr John Rouse, and Mr Summers 
have been engaged for opera bouffé at the Prince 
of Wales’s Theatre, in Liverpool. 











THE LADY GODIVA PROCESSION. 

Tus action was brought in the Court of 
Common Pleas, on Thureday, to recover the sum 
of £22 13s., which the plaintiff (Brooks) alledged 
was due to him under an agreement entered into 
between defendant (Lloyd) and himeelf, by which 
be contracted to provide for the Lady Godiva 
festival, held at Coventry in June last, a person 
to impersonate the character of Lady Godvia. 
The defendant pleaded several pleas, among which 
was one that the plaintiff did not carry out the 
terme of his agreement, and provide a person to 
impersonate the charactet in question within a 
reasonable and proper time. 

The action was one arising out of the festiva: 
which is usually held at Coventry every four or 
five years. The plaintiff is the proprietor of the 
Hall of Justice, in Leicester-square, and of the 
poses plaetiques carried on there, and also pre- 
sides as lord chief baron of the judge and jury 
also carried on there ; and the defendant was the 
chairman of the committee appeinted to make 
arrurgements for the Lady Godiva procession last 
year at Coventry. 








Madame Marie Dumas has arrived from Paris 
with a large stock of those miniature dramas upon 
which the French have bestowed the title of 
Saynétes. The performances of this artist are 
known in Paris, Florence, Baden, and elsewhere. 
Her saynétes form an agreeable interlude in a 
musical programme, and are wholly 3uitable to 
the private salon. 


The twenty-sixth annual festival in aid ot the 
Royal General Theatrical Fund, will take place at 
the Freemasons’ Tavern, on Monday, July 10th, 
when the Right Honourable Lord Dufferin and 
Clandeboye will take the chair. ; 


Holtoway’s Pitis.—No Dietrust.—Public 
opinion epeaks in no feeble or uncertain voice 
concerning the merits of these Pills for purifying 
the blood, regulating the action of different 
organs, and strengthening the human body 
generally. Holloway’s Pills have gained a 
reputation for curing disorders of the stomach, 
diseases of the kidneys, and affections of the 
brain and nerves, previously unexainpled in the 
history of medicine. An important matter 
regarding these Pills is that the invalid by read- 
ing the accompanying “ directions for use” can 
determine the proper dose, decide upon the right 
diet, and other accessory matters which will 
render him proficient in successfully treating any 
disorder or disease by which he may be threatened 
or already assailed. 





= 


Superior Amateur Dramatic Entertainment. 
V TANTED.—LADIES and GENTLEMEN to take 

part in the above (to be given shortly). Costumes, 
wigs, and attendance free. Liberal bonus on all tickets 
sold. Apply at once ‘~ letter in the first instance to 
PrompteEr, care of Mr Hopcroft, 9, Little Queen-street, 
Holborn, W.C. 








To Amateur Societies. 
ANSOM (Low Comedian) ~~ to play 
e H. R in Farces, &c., at Amateur Entertain- 
ments on Saturday evenings. Terms moderate. Ad- 
dress, 21, High-street, Poplar, E. 
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MATIOMAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218,.HIGH HOLBORN. 


‘[‘HIS POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, ann: ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERT AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to.ensure the comfort of visitors, 
The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including the 
Princess Lowise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille, 


Doors open at Half-past Eight. 


Close at Twelve o’clock. 


Admission throughout ‘the establishment 1s. 
Musical Director, Mr.jiW. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





AMATRUR THRATRICALS. 


Ri ARRISON’S THEATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 25 and 31, BOW-STRERI, CQVENT “GARDEN, wc. 

Costumier to all the principal Amateur Dramatic Societies, Amateur Theatricals, School Festivities, , ¥étes, 
&c., supplied with Costumes, Wigs, Masks, Scenery, l’lags, &e. His celebrated expanding Portable Theatres’ and 
Richardson's Shows, that were fitted up at the Crystal Palace, Nobility and Rifle Fétes, with new Scenery, 
Raised Stages, Gas Fittings, &e., fitted up in any sized Town Hall or Drawing Room in Town or Country. Mrs, 
HARRISON'S Ladies’ Costume Warehouse, 25, Bow-street, W.C. 





- 

MRS MALCOLM 
eo AMATEURS and HER FRIENDS 
that she is getting up a 
SERIES OF PERFORMANCES. 

LADiES and GENTLEMEN desirous of joining 
them can obtain all information of Mrs’ MALCOLM, 
every Friday evening at the PLoyen Tavern, Museum: 
street, Oxford-street, W., or by letter, care of Miss Wills, 
20, Church-street, ‘Trinity-square, Southwark. 

Mrs MALCOLM is open to engagements. 
Elocution taught by Mrs MALCOLM. Also lessons in 
Music and Singing. All lessons strictly private. 


“7 thank God, Ihave been so well brought up that Tecan 
write my name,”—2 ** Henry VI.,”’ act 4, scene. 2. 


WA RBURTON,’S 


SHAKSPERE copy BOOKS, 


No. I., PRICE SIXPENCE. 


MVHE COPIES set in these BOOKS consist of care- 
fully selected passages from SHAKSPERE’S plays, 
so that the pupil, whilst writing the Exercises, may at 
the same time be impressed with many of the noble 
lessons inculcated by the great poet. 
Cassell, Petter, and Galpin, Ludgate Hill, London, 
~ Rejoice, ye ye e Children of the “Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, ‘lheatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
S Covent- -garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen engaged in. AMATEUR, PERFORM- 
ANCES forthe SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER. © Per- 
sons about to follow tue profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order foi an outfit ; gostume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality allstudied, Mind the address, 
SAMUEL M AY, 35, BOW STREET. 


Amateur Ladies and Gentlemen, 
CTORS or VOCALISTS, can have practice in a 
Theatre at the Seaside during August and following 
months, for long or short periods. by applying (letter 
only) to C, CLaxxr, Victoria Theatre. 


The Mutual Dramatic Club 

EET every THURSDAY evening at, 8.30 at the 

PLOUGH TAVERN, Museum-street, Oxford- 

street. Manager, Mr B. Conte; secretaty, Mr Alfred 
JaMeES. Rules maybe had on application. 











Elocution and the Lae. 
R WM. A. STANLEY has vacancies for pupils, 
who will be thoroughly instructed and brought 
out. Address,8, Annett’s-crescent, Essex-road,Isington, 





Madame Tussaua’s Exlibition, Baker-street. 


N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
portrait models of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE... Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror, 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of ay 
Admission, ls; Children under ten years of age, 6d 
Extra rooms, 6d, Open during the i 
a.m. till 10 p.m. 


olidays wipes 9 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
OW ADDED ‘a magnificént marriage group of 
H.R.H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 
LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 
worn in St. George’ s Chapel, Windsor. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrers, 6d. 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
street Station. 
Open from 9 a.m, till 10 p.m, 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-strest. 
N VLEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EM- 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mar- 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &e. 
Admission, 1s. ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms, 
6d, extra.—Open from 9 a.m. till 10 p.m. ; 





Royal Polytechnic. 
ROFESSOR PEPPER'S trip to the Western High- 
lands of Ireland; grand scenery and Irish Songs 
by Miss Barth. 

Great Revival of Henry Russel’s songs, under his 
personal kind superintendence, with grand Scenic and 
Optical Effects, Vocalist, Mr Plumbton. 

J. L. King, 'Esq:, on “ Muscle and Muscular Powet,” 
illustrated by Herr W illio, the wonderful Contortioniat, 
and imitator of Birds and Animals. 

Re-engagement of E. D; Davies, the Premier Ven- 
triloquist. 

The Ghost and other Entertainments as usual. 

Open daily from twelve to five, and seven to ten. 
Admission to the whole ONE SHILLING. 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o'clock, by 
Vickers at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW 
To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns, 
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